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**PRESS RELEASE**

Naujawani.com launches £3000 annual student award
NAUJAWANI.com has launched the ‘Kartar Singh Sarabha Student Award’ to be given annually to the university student that writes the most engaging dissertation on an aspect of Sikhi.  Students whom have participated in the Naujawani.com Sikh Studies course over the academic year are eligible to apply for the award by writing a 10,000 word dissertation over the summer break.  The prize, currently set at £3000 is intended to go towards paying the university tuition fees of a student and will be awarded before the start of the academic year.
The ‘Kartar Singh Sarabha Student Award’ has been initiated by Naujawani.com to promote the academic study of Sikhi amongst young people and encourage greater research of the Sikh way of life at the higher education level.  The Award will directly benefit undergraduates studying at UK universities.  Head of Naujawani.com Harwinder Singh Mander comments:
“It is important that the Sikh way of life is taught to students in higher education in a manner that befits the stage they have reached in life.  At university, young people demand clear responses to the all-important questions and in delivering the Naujawani.com Sikh Studies course we were methodical and comprehensive, whilst maintaining academic neutrality.  The successful student to be presented with this award will need to portray an academic rigour and degree of research that has largely not been seen in UK Sikh Studies previously.  We are confident that the students who engaged in our course this year will provide us with just that!”
The prize is being awarded in the name of Kartar Singh Sarabha, one of two iconic figures who have been adopted by Naujawani.com to represent the ethos of their work as a media outlet.  Ranjit Singh ‘Kuki’ Gill, Senior Producer for Naujawani.com in Punjab explains:
“Shaheed Kartar Singh Sarabha is respected by Punjabis and Sikhs everywhere for the vision he showed, the skills he had as a writer and speaker, and his unflinching stand against oppression.  The work we do at Naujawani.com embodies that same spirit; in all of our shows and commentaries we try to inspire the audience – and particularly young people – to become better at contemplating issues, articulating their thoughts and showing courage.”
Students wanting to be considered for the ‘Kartar Singh Sarabha Student Award’ must have undertaken the Naujawani.com Sikh Studies course at a participating university Sikh society.  To find out more about the course and to make enquiries about where it will run in the next academic year, students are advised to visit www.SikhSocs.com – the resource website established by Naujawani.com to serve the UK-wide Sikh student community.
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Students of the Naujawani.com Sikh Studies course gather for the concluding session.
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For further information contact Harwinder Singh Mander by telephone on +44 (0)7870 138616 or by email info@Naujawani.com
About NAUJAWANI.com:
Naujawani.com produces and broadcasts both radio and TV shows for a global audience on the internet.  Programmes predominantly focus on the lives of Sikh and Punjabi communities worldwide, but also deals with more wide-ranging current affairs, offering a Sikh and Punjabi perspective on global issues of the day.

Naujawani.com is operated by Stylin Productions Ltd, an IT-based media company incorporated in 2002 that initially released a number of musical recordings and produced promotional music videos.  A number of pilot TV shows were produced as well as radio documentaries and shows.  Increasingly, the company found many drawbacks to working with mainstream media outlets and coupled with the rise of the internet began to consider broadcasting in-house productions online.  The website Naujawani.com went live in the summer of 2006 promoting TV show pilots which were produced and distributed on DVD.  Naujawani:Radio began streaming online 24 hours a day very soon after.
About SikhSocs.com:

SikhSocs.com is purely an online space run independently by Naujawani.com and does not require membership or affiliation.  It provides resources and up-to-date information for student Sikh societies.  Other organisations already provide an umbrella body and this website supplements the commendable work that they are already engaged in.  Head of Naujawani.com Harwinder Singh Mander explains:
“In-keeping with Sikh ideology, we endeavour to give back to the community that we serve, harnessing our experience, profits and network of contacts.  Students make up a large proportion of our online visitors, listeners and viewers and so the opportunity to help university Sikh societies in particular has been an obvious selection for our social responsibility policy to be put into action.”

About Kartar Singh Sarabha:

Born in Sarabha village in the Ludhiana district of Punjab, Kartar Singh Sarabha left the sub-continent for America by ship, but unlike many others who made the same journey in the early 1900s, he shied away from employment opportunities and successfully enrolled at the University of California at Berkeley.  As the months passed, the teenage Sarabha became more aware of the state of turmoil his beloved Punjab was in and became a leading voice of the Ghadar movement in California.  He returned to Punjab where he was executed and is remembered as a true Patriot of Punjab.
For more information and an electronic press kit visit www.Naujawani.com/press
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